PRAYER: 
GOD’S PATIENCE, MERCY & KINDNESS
    My name’s Danny, I’m not sure how to begin this very important subject, but I want to share what the Spirit of God started me doing many Years ago.

    However, before I actually do that, it would seem that it’s necessary for me to go back many years to when the Lord first impressed on me the importance of starting a prayer list. I have to confess here though, that while he did that, I’m afraid I allowed myself to be distracted and discouraged.
    Over the years he urged me again and again to restart this list, but sadly, each time I again allowed myself to be discouraged in the work.

    Looking back over the nearly thirty eight years since this mighty God became my loving Lord, Saviour, Master and Friend, I’m continually amazed at his loving kindness, mercy and patience with me, and not by any means least in this area of a prayer list.
    But to come back to this present time, as I’ve already said, he began a few months ago to again challenge and stir me. He led me to find, among old note books and papers, the earlier prayer lists I’d started. Over a couple of weeks my new list began to grow to many hundreds of people, and I began to see why I’d failed to continue in the past. The list was enormous! How could I possibly pray with my mind for all of those people?

    Then it struck me that there was more than one problem. There was the major difficulty of it not being possible for me to know what to pray for, because I had no real idea of where many of these people were, especially in their walk with the Lord. Plus, there was the additional question of what these people might need. Now when I added to that 1Thess 5:17 which tells me to “pray without ceasing”, I was left with what appeared to be the insurmountable.
    I realised I had no answer, real or imagined, to any of these questions, so, remembering James 1:5-8 which tells me that if I lack wisdom, I am to ask the Father, without doubting, and what I need will be given to me, I said, ‘Lord, what am I to do? If you leave it to me I know I’ll give up and fail again. I just don’t know how I’m supposed to pray.’
    The Spirit answered me with Rom 8:26-27 which tells me, “The Spirit comes to our aid in our weakness, FOR WE DO NOT KNOW HOW TO PRAY AS WE OUGHT but the Spirit intercedes for the saints WITH SIGHS (or groanings) TO DEEP FOR WORDS. And he who searches men’s hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, for the Spirit intercedes for the saints ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF GOD.” What a fantastic thing!!
    This reminded me of the language of lovers, and of the many times that words had failed me completely in expressing to Terri just how I felt about her, and how, for both of us, a sigh or a groan from the depths of our being, conveyed more than a thousand words.

    I realised that what the Spirit was saying to me was that the prayer language he wanted to express through me was the very language of his love for all.

    But there was a problem! That love – his kind of love – for all the people on my prayer list, had to be in my heart to start with, and I didn’t have it, and, of myself was not capable of it.

    He answered the question, even as it was forming in my mind, from Rom 5:5, which tells us, among other things that the love of God is poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. Don’t you just love how he does that?
    By way of explaining how I knew what he meant me to understand from Rom 5:5, I’d better do a bit of a back-track. He had very clearly shown me, many years before, that in that passage of his Word he was not just talking about his love for me being poured into my heart, but much more, the fact that his infinite ability to love was being installed there. What an incredibly wonderful thing he has done in, and for us, giving us his ability to love, so we can fully obey the two great love commands of Matt 22:37-40.

    Now he said to me, “Just begin; just make a decision to obey me and to love each one of these people, and I will make it so in you.” Wow! Wow! Wow! What Amazing Grace!

    And so I began to go through all those pages of names and families, not trying to say any words, but just letting the beginnings of his love well up in me. In a very short time I began to experience every day a loving compassion; a very deep yearning for the well-being of the different individuals.
    But if I thought that was all that he required, I was in for some enormous shocks! Firstly, one day the Spirit had me write out a new list at the back of the prayer list note book. This was to be made up of names from the original list; made up of those people that I had any grievance, sense of jealousy, or feelings of offence toward.
    This list scared me because it was two pages long; that was two out of sixteen. Then for two, maybe three weeks, strangely enough, I never thought to look at it. But one day the Spirit reminded me of it, so I turned to it, and went through the names. To my amazement, all ill-will, all ideas of having been wronged were gone. What an incredible God we have the privilege of serving!!

    The Spirit then reminded me of a man who had come to one of our meetings years before, and been wonderfully saved, both he and his wife. I seemingly talked about forgiveness somewhere down the track, and of how we must forgive others who have wronged us, if we expect to know God’s full forgiveness in our hearts. He came to me afterward, very worried, because he said he was unable to forgive his natural father for something he’d done many years before. All he felt was hatred toward him. So what could he do?

    The wonderful Holy Spirit gave the answer without me realising it, just as he had done so many times. He spoke through me saying, “The only way to that kind of forgiveness is through praying for the man.” One week later he came very excitedly to me saying that a miracle had happened in him. He now really loved his father, and had forgiven him completely. It was so clear to me at the time that if we cry to God from the heart for anyone, using the language of God’s love, we can no longer hold any kind of animosity or ill-will toward that person.
    The next thing the Lord did was to get me to take just one name from that second list. He reminded me of an incident involving that person from many years before. It occurred at a very low point in Terri’s and my life; a time when, to put it mildly, I had gotten us into extremely severe financial difficulties through some rather foolish decisions I’d made in business. We were in fact destitute, with enormous debts, and no money to buy food for ourselves and our eight children.
    I approached this particular man, who I considered to be a friend, and who went to the same church, to borrow enough money to buy materials for a little job which I needed to do right away so as to be able to put food on the table. This man kindly gave me the money and asked me to sign an I.O.U. for it.
    Now I must point out here that my pride as a provider for my family had taken a battering from the financial disaster I’d created, but this last incident of finding that my word was not enough for someone I’d considered to be a friend, nearly pushed me over the edge.

    Now, not to get distracted from what the Spirit of God was doing, which is what I want to share, I have to acknowledge here that while, in hind-sight, the amount of money involved would appear to be very little in today’s values, the Lord made me calculate what the amount I needed would be today. I was shocked to see how much it would amount to, and I realised then that this man had been perfectly justified in asking for an I.O.U.
    I had to beg the Lord’s forgiveness for this grudging feeling which, without me fully realising it, I’d nursed and held on to for so many years. Now, when I see this man’s name on the list, I feel a deep gratitude to him, and even more so to my God. How utterly indescribable he is!!

    There’s another story I’d like to share here. Terri and I had a son-in-law who deserted one of our daughters during a difficult pregnancy, and left her very distressed. For some reason, best known to them, his parents turned away from her also, even though they had seemed to be very close to her. So, as I’m sure you can imagine, I didn’t feel kindly towards him or them. But I had another shock coming! One day, as I came to our daughter’s name on the list, the Spirit stopped me cold, saying, “Jesus died for them too.” I was left speechless. What kind of love was my God asking me to have?
    I was instantly reminded of the words of Jesus in Matt 5:44-45 “Love your enemies, and pray for those who spitefully use you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven.”
    Now I know that Jesus spoke those words to those of us who have been wrongly used by others, and I would guess that would be just about all of us at one time or another, but, as he so often does, the Spirit took what Jesus said, and revealed it by opening it up to show the Spirit of the Word; his heart on the matter. Here, it’s so very important to remember that he’s the only one authorised and able to do just that. So when he applied that word to the situation with our daughter, I realised just how fully she is part of me, as are all of our children. In hindsight, I think at that time I came to understand something of the connection between a mother and her child.
    These are just some of the many situations where the Lord dealt with me about people on that second list he had caused me to compile, and which he has not let me get rid of yet. Maybe he has more situations to deal with me on, and just maybe he’ll never take it away while I’m still in this body. Only he knows.

    Once more he reminded me of something he’d made very clear to me many times in the past. The fact that I was, and must consider myself to be, an exile on this earth along with Abraham and the rest of those people talked about in Heb 11:13-16. But then he also reminded me that he had told his exiled people in Babylon that they should seek the welfare of the city where he had sent them into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf saying “In its welfare you will find your welfare.” (Jer 29:7) So the welfare of the city of Brisbane had to be added to my list.
    I thought by now I had shared all he wanted me to share, at least for now, but no, he just reminded me of how he had really scared me again in the last few days. Over the months the prayer list had continued to grow, but then, a few nights ago, he woke me up saying, “Make intercession for all the saints, not just those on your list.” (Eph 6:18) Now while I was still reeling from this command he said, “Pray for all men and for all human authorities.” (1Tim 2:1-2) 
    Some weeks earlier he had caused me to add our Australian Federal and Qld. State governments to the list, but now he wanted all authorities there, and he reminded me of Rom 13:1-2, and of how he has appointed them all to do his will. But I thought, ‘How can I possibly pray for them all?’
    Straight away the Spirit asked, “How did Jesus tell you to pray for these authorities?” The answer came immediately. “Pray, ‘Father may your will be done on this earth just as it is done in heaven.’ I realised then that I had God’s infinite love living in me; the kind of love we read about in John 3:16 “God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son that whoever believes in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” And again, “God has no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked should turn from their wicked ways and live.” (Ezek 33:11)
    I knew then what God required of me. I had to again use his language of love in crying to him for all mankind. What a privilege to have him call on us to serve him in this way!! I must rely on the Holy Spirit to cause the eyes of my spirit to join with the eyes of the Lord as they run to and fro throughout the whole earth, seeking to show his mighty salvation to those whose hearts are blameless towards him. (2Chron 16:9)
    Very early in my walk with this wonderful God I’d come to realise that he never gave a command without also giving us everything we needed to obey. (2Pet 1:3)
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